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Hocking County Noise Ordinance 
 

SecƟon 1: Purpose and Applicability. 

A. Purpose. The purpose of the Hocking County Noise Ordinance is to promote the public health, 
safety, and welfare by regulaƟng excessive and unnecessary noise within the County. This SecƟon is 
intended to protect residents, businesses, and visitors from noise disturbances that may interfere 
with the peaceful enjoyment of property, disrupt community life, or negaƟvely impact 
environmental quality.  

B. Applicability. The noise requirements of this Ordinance shall apply to all unincorporated porƟons of 
Hocking County, OH. 

 

SecƟon 2: Noise Standards. 

A. Methods of Noise Measurement. 

1. For the purposes of enforcing the provisions of this Ordinance, noise shall be measured in dab 
using a sound level meter, with the measurements taken at the noisiest point within the 
receiving property. 

2. A dab is the sound pressure in decibels measured using the "A" weighƟng network on the sound 
level meter. The sound pressure level, in decibels, of a sound is twenty (20) Ɵmes the logarithm 
to the base of ten (10) of the raƟo of the pressure of the sound to a reference pressure of twenty 
(20) micropascals. 

3. A sound level meter is a device which measures sound pressure levels and conforms to Type 1 or 
Type 2 as specified in the American NaƟonal Standards InsƟtute SpecificaƟon S1.4-1971. 

4. The receiving property is real property within which the maximum permissible noise levels 
specified herein shall not be exceeded from sources outside such property. 

B. ExempƟons from Noise RegulaƟons. 

1. ExempƟons During the Day. The following shall be exempt from the provisions this Ordinance 
between the hours of 7:00 A.M. and 10:00 P.M. only: 

a. Sounds created by the discharge of firearms on authorized shooƟng ranges. 

b. Sounds created by blasƟng. 

c. Sounds created by the installaƟon of uƟlity services. 

d. Sounds originaƟng from temporary construcƟon sites as a result of construcƟon acƟvity. 

e. Sounds created by firearms in the course of hunƟng. 

2. ExempƟons at all Ɵmes. The following shall be exempt from the provisions of this Ordinance at 
all Ɵmes: 
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a. Sounds created by motor vehicles operated on public roads and highways. 

b. Sounds created by surface carriers engaged in interstate commerce by railroad. 

c. Sounds created by warning devices not operaƟng conƟnuously for more than five minutes, 
or bells, chimes, and carillons. 

d. Sounds created by safety and protecƟve devices where noise suppression would defeat the 
intent of the device or is not economically feasible. 

e. Sounds created by emergency equipment and work necessary in the interests of law 
enforcement or for health, safety or welfare of the community. 

f. Sounds created by the repair of essenƟal uƟlity services. 

g. Sounds originaƟng from officially sancƟoned parades and other public events. 

h. Sounds emiƩed from venƟng at industrial process faciliƟes during startup only, provided that 
the startup operaƟon is performed during dayƟme hours whenever possible. 

C. Maximum Permissible Noise Levels. 

1. Maximum DayƟme Noise Levels.  

a. General Noise Limit. Between the hours of 7:00 A.M. and 10:00 P.M., the maximum amount 
of consistent noise shall be 60 dBA (regardless of the locaƟon within Hocking County) 

b. ProhibiƟed High Noise Intervals. Between the hours of 7:00 A.M. and 10:00 P.M., the 
general noise limit requirement of 60 dBA may be exceeded by no more than: 

(1) Five (5) dBA for any impulsive sound (such as sounds with a duraƟon of less than one 
(1) second, such as from gunfire or punch presses); 

(2) Five (5) dBA for a total of fiŌeen (15) minutes in any one (1) hour period; 

(3) Ten (10) dBA for a total of five (5) minutes in any one (1) hour period; or 

(4) FiŌeen (15) dBA for a total of thirty (30) seconds in any one (1) hour period. 

2. Maximum Nighƫme Noise Levels.  

a. General Noise Limit. Between the hours of 10:00 P.M. and 7:00 A.M., the maximum amount 
of consistent noise shall be 50 dBA (regardless of the locaƟon within Hocking County) 

b. Between the hours of 10:00 P.M. and 7:00 A.M., the general noise limit requirement of 
50dBA may be exceeded by no more than: 

(1) Five (5) dBA for any impulsive sound (such as sounds with a duraƟon of less than one 
(1) second, such as from gunfire or punch presses); 

(2) Five (5) dBA for a total of ten (10) minutes in any one (1) hour period; 

(3) Ten (10) dBA for a total of three (3) minutes in any one (1) hour period. 

 


